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How great is this to have a topic like this, to have a full room of people who are 
here, who are excited, who are going to collaborate, and move this ball forward. 
We are thrilled. 
 
I’m Michael Melaniphy, I’m the President and CEO of the American Public 
Transportation Association here in D.C., and it is wonderful to have the honor to 
welcome you all to the opening of the Rides to Wellness executive summit. This 
is fantastic, absolutely. [APPLAUSE] The summit’s organized by the National 
Center for Mobility Management, the NCMM. Can you say that with me? 
NCMM, good. Now I’ll remember what it is. The technical assistant center is 
funded by the Federal Transit Administration, and it’s collaboratively run by 
three national organizations. And this says so much about this whole process, 
doesn’t it? It’s operated jointly by Easter Seals, Inc, The Community 
Transportation Association of America, and APTA.  
 
The NCMM promotes customer centered mobility strategies to advance good 
health, economic vitality, self sufficiency, and community. You’ll hear much 
more on the NCMM during the event, and I hope you get a chance to take a look 
at the really informative brochure.  
 
Today’s event is timely and enormously important. I know that my former chair, 
Flora Castillo, who is sitting right here, will absolutely agree. Part of the nexus of 
health and transportation involves active transportation and a healthier lifestyle. 
Walking and wheeling to transit, making our communities more transit oriented, 
is an ongoing and long-term goal for healthy living. The focus today will be on 
healthcare and access to healthcare. We very much appreciate your participation 
in this dialogue. 
  
I want to recognize and thank Therese McMillan, acting administrator, soon to be 
confirmed, right, the administrator of the FTA, [APPLAUSE] for making this a 
very important priority. You’ve been a great leader on this and we thank you so 
much. I also want to give a shout out not only to Therese, but to our dear friend 
and a tremendous leader, Henrika Buchanan Smith. Mary Leary is also very 
involved in this and others at USDOT for launching a new Rides to Wellness 
initiative. This will help us insure that all people can get to care, including 
preventative services.  



 

 
As we all know, the role of transportation is critical and it cannot be overlooked. 
It’s absolutely part of the healthy community system. We know that each year, 
3.6 million Americans miss appointments to healthcare because of a lack of 
transportation. Tonight’s event brings together leaders in transportation and 
health industries, to start building partnerships and exploring strategies that can 
help make sure that the lack of transportation is not a barrier to good healthcare. 
We challenge you to think about collaborative actions that we can – help us 
increase access to healthcare, to reduce overall healthcare costs, and lead to better 
outcomes for all people in our nation.  
 


